COM 377 Communication Law and Ethics
Spring 2020
Unit One (Midterm) Essay
150 points 
 
The Instructions
Write a 900-1000 word essay (equivalent to about 3-4 typed, double-spaced pages) in response to one (and only one) of the questions below. 
 
The Rules
[bookmark: _GoBack]      Include at least six specific citations from our text, and at least 12 citations in all. You may quote from other sources—such as the web, personal research, etc.—for up to half of the minimum 12. Cite page numbers (hard copy) or the closest previous headings (e-book) for each reference (feel free to abbreviate the text as ML&E or as Moore, et al). Provide full bibliographic information for any sources from outside the text.
      Grammar and spelling will not count against you on this exam unless they interfere with my being able to understand what you mean; therefore, most of you should avoid the temptation to do extensive proofreading or copy-editing.
      Your response should be clearly organized in a more-or-less standard essay form.
      Write single-spaced and offline in a text-editing (preferred) or word-processing application. (Mac OS X text editing apps include TextEdit and BBEdit; Windows apps include NotePad and TextPad.) When you are finished, copy and paste your response into the text field of an email message and send it to me 
      Native and near-native speakers of English should expect to spend around 2-3 hours on this essay, non-native speakers a little longer, perhaps.

 
Questions (choose only one)
Option A:  In your opinion, was it ethical or unethical for newspapers/websites to publish, or television stations or internet sites to show pictures and/or videos of “doomed” but unidentifiable human beings leaping to their deaths from World Trade Center? Discuss both sides of the issue as fully as you can in the space and time provided, and justify the position you have taken. (See Chapter 5, pages 121-123 “The Offensive Picture” for a specific discussion of this issue.)
 
Option B:  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) under President Obama ruled that the Internet is a public utility (like electricty, gas and phone lines) and banned Internet Service Providers (ISPs) from creating paid “fast lanes” and unpaid “slow lanes.” Under President Trump, the FCC reversed this decision, calling it “a solution in search of a problem.” Who do you believe is right? Discuss both sides of the issue as fully as you can in the space and time provided, and justify the position you have taken. (See the early pages of Chapter 9 for discussion of this issue.)
 
Option C:  Should there be a federal “shield” law which always allows reporters to protect sources to whom they have promised anonymity? While many states have passed such laws, most of them are not absolute in granting this protection. In the space and time that you have, discuss as fully as you can the most relevant issues on both sides: When is it most important to grant reporters and their sources these protections and why? When might the givernment have truly legitimate reasons for discovering sources’ identities? Why have you taken your position? (This issue is thoroughly covered in Chapter 6.)

